
Preface

Academics and policy makers acknowledge that elections on their own do not secure a country’s 
democracy. There are, in fact, a number of books that have assessed individual case study 

countries and/or looked at specific aspects of these democracies such as their political history, the 
electoral system, the machinations of political parties, the veracity of key institutions and the rise 
of authoritarianism. Many of these studies also feature African case studies in isolation and trace 
development trajectories using mostly economic data.

The authors contributing to this edited volume, however, take an essentially political approach 
to the study and compare the democratic principles, presence and performance of ten former 
British colonies across Sub-Saharan Africa. The book aims to see what trends are present and what 
challenges this subset of African democracies face. This volume, in other words, looks to examine 
the practice of democracy and does not intend to offer philosophical comment. 

Most intentionally, this project also endeavoured to expose and mentor younger scholars 
through the rigors of academic research and publication. Many will see their work published for 
the first time. And this mix of seasoned and emerging scholars makes this publication audacious 
and will hopefully inspire similar projects in the near future. 

This is a book that students and scholars of African affairs, politics and law will find useful. Its 
findings will also be of interest to independent electoral management bodies, political parties, 
policy researchers of all stripes, civil society groups and local and international funders.

Such an adventurous project would not have been possible without the steadfast support of the 
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) specifically Henning Suhr, Nancy Msibi and Marlize van den Berg. 
I was also privileged to work with each of the contributing authors and appreciate their enduring 
patience, especially as we navigated the constraints imposed by the various COVID-19 lockdown 
measures. My thanks to the book’s peer reviewers whose probing questions and insightful 
comments were invaluable and to my colleagues Prof Vasu Reddy, Prof Maxi Schoeman, Prof Karen 
Harris, Prof Siona O’Connell, Dr Stephen Symons, Anél Lewis, Rina du Toit, Makone Maja, Martin 
Swart, Anthony Bizos and Roland Henwood – thank you all for your hard work and encouragement.

Lastly, to Peter and Dawn – your support and dogged determination pushed this book across 
the finish line!
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